
 

 

 

 

Thank you for purchasing the Calligraphy Expansion!  
 
The Calligraphy Expansion for Japanese: The Game is our first advanced-level expansion. Calligraphy in 

Japan is called 書道 (shodou) and is an incredibly important part of Japanese culture. Shodou is taught 

starting in elementary school and features in national contests. This expansion features the brushwork of 

Yamasaki Sho as the only information on the card, shown with all of the original detail to maintain the 

spirit of Yamasaki Sho. At the top of each kanji listing below, you’ll see the kanji in the following 
formats: calligraphic, brush-style, and block-style. 

You can play the cards as any word that can be made with one of the kanji as long as it does not require 

another kanji, such as 立てる tateru – to set up. Simply play the card立 and declare that it’s “tateru” on 

your turn. We’ve color-coded the words in this document by part of speech so you’ll know if the word 
you’re playing is a noun, verb, adjective, etc. You can also combine the cards to make larger words with 

multiple kanji (called “jukugo”). Jukugo are worth one point for each card they contain. For example, 愛

書家 is a jukugo you can make with the cards in this deck which would be worth three points. Jukugo are 

unbreakable, and in competitive mode they must be removed from the table as a single word even when 

they’re worth a lot of points. 

 
 

体 (karada) body; 体文 (taimon) consonant 

 

光 (hikari) light; 光る (hikaru) to shine; 光学 (kougaku) optics; 光学文字 

(kougakumoji) optical character; 光体 (koutai) luminous body; 光明 (koumyou) hope, bright future; 光来 

(kourai) your visit (presence) 

 

刀 (katana) sword, katana; 刀礼 (tourei) sword salute 

 

命 (inochi) life; 命じる (meijiru) to order; 命ずる (meizuru) to command; 命日 

(meinichi) death anniversary; 命がけ (inochigake) risking one’s life 

 

和 (wa) harmony; 和らげる (yawarageru) to relieve; 和やか (nagoyaka) mild, calm; 

和楽 (waraku) peace and harmony; 和気 (waki) harmonious atmosphere; 和国 (wakoku) Wakoku 

(ancient Japan); 和字 (waji) kanji devised in Japan; 和書 (washo) book in Japanese; 和文 (wabun) 

Japanese text; 和文体 (wabuntai) literary style from the Heian era onward; 和平 (wahei) peace 

 

国 (kuni) country; 国家 (kokka) state, country; 国花 (kokka) national flower; 国学 

(kokugaku) study of ancient Japanese literature and culture; 国光 (kokkou) national glory; 国字 (kokuji) 

country’s official writing system; 国書 (kokusho) credentials; 国体 (kokutai) national policy; 国大 

(kokudai) national university; 国道 (kokudai) national highway; 国文 (kokubun) national literature; 国文

学 (kokubungaku) Japanese literature; 国立 (kokuritsu) national; 国立大 (kokuritsudai) national 

university; 国立大学 (kokuritsudaigaku) national university 

 

 

大きい (ookii) big; 大い (ooi) very much; 大和 (yamato) Ancient Japan; 大家 (taika) 

expert; 大学 (daigaku) post-secondary education institution; 大気 (taiki) atmosphere; 大気光 (taikikou) 

airglow, nightglow; 大空 (oozora) heavens, sky; 大国 (taikoku) large country, major powers; 大山 

(taizan) great mountain; 大字 (daiji) large character; 大書 (taisho) writing in large letters; 大正 (taishou) 

Taisho Era; 大体 (daitai) outline; 大刀 (tachi) long sword; 大道 (daidou) main street; 大日 (dainichi) 

Mahavairocana (Great Sun); 大文字 (oomoji) upper-case letters; 大命 (taimei) imperial command; 大礼 

(tairei) imperial or state ceremony; 大和 (yamato) Yamato; 大和国家 (yamatokokka) Yamato State; 大和

心 (yamatogokoro) the Japanese spirit; 大和文 (yamatobumi) Japanese text; 大和文字 (yamatomoji) 

Kana 
 

 

字書 (jisho) dictionary; 字体 (jitai) font 

 

学 (gaku) learning;学ぶ (manabu) to study 

 

家 (ie) house; 家学 (kagaku) hereditary learning; 家書 (kasho) letter from home; 家来 

(kerai) retainer, servant 

 

山 (yama) mountain; 山家 (yamaga) mountain retreat; 山気 (yamaki) speculative 

spirit; 山月 (sangetsu) moon over a mountain; 山国 (yamaguni) mountainous country; 山体 (santai) 

mountain shape; 山刀 (yamagatana) woodman’s hatchet; 山道 (yamamichi) mountain road; 山立 

(yamadachi) Yamadachi, bandit hunter 

 

平 (taira) flat; 平家 (hiraya) bungalow; 平屋建 (hirayadate) single-storied house; 平

家星 (heikeboshi) Alpha Orionis; 平気 (heiki) calm; 平日 (heijitsu) weekday; 平文 (heibun) plain text; 平

明 (heimei) clear, simple; 平和 (heiwa) peace, harmony; 平和学 (heiwagaku) peace studies; 平和国 

(heiwakoku) peaceful country; 平和国家 (heiwakokka) peace-loving nation; 

 

建て (tate) contract; 建てる (tateru) to build; 建つ (tatsu) to be built; 建学 (kengaku) 

foundation of a school; 建国 (kenkoku) founding of a nation; 建立 (konryuu) building a temple, 

monument, etc; 

 

心 (kokoro) mind, heart; 心学 (shingaku) blend of Buddhist, Shinto, and Confucian 

ethical teachings; 心気 (shinki) mentality; 

 

愛 (itoshii) darling; 愛らしい (airashii) adorable; 愛 (ai) love; 愛楽 (aigyou) wanting; 

愛国 (aikoku) patriotism; 愛国心 (aikokushin) patriotic feelings; 愛書 (aisho) favorite book; 愛書家 

(aishoka) bibliophile; 愛日 (aijitsu) winter daylight 

 



 

 

文 (bun) sentence; 文学 (bungaku) literature; 文学書 (bungakusho) book, literary 

work; 文楽 (bunraku) Japanese puppet theater; 文月 (fumidzuki) Fumidzuki; 文字 (moji) letter (of the 

alphabet); 文書 (bunsho) document; 文正 (bunshou) Bunshou Era; 文体 (buntai) literary style; 文明 

(bunmei) civilization; 文明国 (bunmeikoku) civilized nation; 文和 (bunwa) Bunwa Era 

 

日 (hi) day; 日月 (jitsugetsu) sun and moon; 日光 (nikkou) sunlight; 日和 (hiyori) 

weather, fine weather 

 

明るい (akarui) bright; 明らか (akiraka) obvious; 明かり (akari) light; 明かす 

(akasu) to reveal; 明楽 (mingaku) Ming-era Chinese music; 明月 (meigetsu) harvest moon; 明春 

(myoushun) next spring; 明星 (myoujou) morning star; 明日 (ashita) tomorrow; 明文 (meibun) explicit 

statement; 明和 (meiwa) Meiwa Era 

 

星 (hoshi) star; 星学 (seigaku) astronomy; 星気体 (seikitai) astral body; 星空 

(hoshizora) starry sky; 星月 (hoshizuki) moon and star 

 

春 (haru) spring; 春めく (harumeku) to show signs of spring; 春花 (shunka) spring 

flowers; 春気 (shunki) spring air; 春光 (shunkou) spring sunline; 春山 (haruyama) mountain in early 

spring; 春日 (shunjitsu) spring day; 春日和 (harubiyori) sky pattern on a calm and clear day of spring 

 

書く (kaku) to write; 書家 (shoka) calligrapher; 書字 (shoji) written form; 書体 

(shotai) typeface; 書道 (shodou) calligraphy; 書道家 (shodouka) calligrapher 

 

月 (tsuki) moon; 月光 (gekkou) moonbeam; 月日 (tsukihi) time, years, days; 月明 

(getsumei) moonlight; 月立 (tsukitachi) first day of the month, first 10 days of the month 

 

来る (kuru) to come; 来す (kitasu) to cause; 来るべき (kitarubeki) expected to occur 

in the near future; 来学 (raigaku) coming to school/university; 来月 (raigetsu) next month; 来光 (raikou) 

sunrise viewed from the top of a high mountain; 来春 (raishun) next spring; 来書 (raisho) letter received; 

来日 (rainichi) arrival in Japan, visit to Japan; 来命 (raimei) something somebody said 

 

楽しい (tanoshii) fun; 楽しむ (tanoshimu) to enjoy; 楽しみ (tanoshimi) looking 

forward to; 楽しげ (tanoshige) cheerful; 楽書 (rakugaki) graffiti; 楽日 (rakubi) closing day of a show 

 

正しい (tadashii) correct; 正に (masani) surely; 正楽 (seigaku) court music; 正気 

(shouki) sanity; 正月 (shougatsu) New Year; 正字 (seiji) correctly written kanji; 正書 (seisho) square 

characters; 正体 (shoutai) one’s true colors; 正大 (seidai) fairness; 正道 (seidou) path of righteousness; 

正文 (seibun) main text; 正平 (shouhei) Shouhei  Era; 正命 (shoumyou) right livelihood; 正立 (seiritsu) 

upright; 正和 (shouwa) Shouwa Era; 

 

気づく (kidzuku) to notice; 気 (ki) spirit, mind; 気学 (kigaku) fortune telling; 気楽 

(kiraku) carefree; 気心 (kigokoro) temper; 気体 (kitai) gas; 気道 (kidou) respiratory tract; 気立 (kidate) 

disposition 

 

礼 (rei) thanks; 礼楽 (reigaku) etiquette and music 

 

空 (sora) sky; 空き (aki) opening; 空っぽ (karappo) empty; 空しい (munashii) 

empty; 空く (suku) to thin out; 空家 (akiya) vacant house; 空気 (kuuki) atmosphere; 空文 (kuubun) dead 

letter 

 

立つ (tatsu) to stand; 立てる (tateru) to stand up; 立国 (rikkoku) founding of a 

nation; 立春 (risshun) the first day of spring; 立体 (rittai) solid body; 立大 (ritsudai) private university; 立

刀 (rittou) kanji “sword” radical 刂; 立命 (ritsumei) peace of mind; 立礼 (ritsurei) bowing while standing 

 

花 (hana) flower; 花びら (hanabira) petal; 花月 (kagetsu) refined leisure; 花心 

(kashin) pistils and stamens (center of a flower); 花道 (kadou) Ikebana (flower arrangement); 花文字 

(hanamoji) elaborate initial letter (old English) 

 

道 (michi) road; 道 (dou) way; 道のり (michinori) distance; 道家 (douka) a Taoist; 

道学 (dougaku) ethics, study of Confucianism, study of Taoism; 道楽 (douraku) pastime; 道心 (doushin) 

moral sense 
 

 

Questions, comments, concerns? 
Reach out to us on social media or email! 

 

Email: help@japanesethegame.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/JapaneseTheGame 

Twitter: @JapaneseTheGame 

Google+: google.com/+JapaneseTheGame 
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